VOL. 55 NO. 6 • JUNE 2018

The news
you need to
know in
5 minutes!

CAMILLA, GEORGIA
www.mitchellemc.com

Georgia co-ops
participate
in USDA
conservation
program
ABOVE: Lucius Adkins Jr., chairman of the Mitchell EMC Board of Directors and a member of the Georgia Farm Bureau Board of Directors,
left, and Tony Tucker, president/CEO of Mitchell EMC, stand next to a center-pivot irrigation system on Adkins’ farm in Elmodel in Baker County.

By Jenna Saxon
Water and energy are two of the most critical requirements for agricultural operations in Georgia. Recently,
three of Georgia’s electric membership cooperatives
(EMCs) committed to an innovative program to conserve
these vital resources.
Last fall, Tucker-based Georgia EMC was contacted
by the Flint River Soil and Water Conservation District
and invited to participate in a grant program called the
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)
through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service. The proposed RCPP
project, led by the Flint River Soil and Water Conservation District, would develop innovative approaches
to conservation, with a focus on water and energy. One
of these includes a pilot program with EMCs in South
Georgia that encourages the use of energy- and water-efficient irrigation on cropland. The program activities
occur while implementing best management practices for
irrigation and energy through the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program.
Altamaha EMC in Lyons, Mitchell EMC in Camilla
and Planters EMC in Millen agreed to participate, and the
grant was awarded in late February. These EMCs will disseminate information about energy- and water-efficient

irrigation and promote its use for the next three years.
The project focuses on South Georgia below the Fall
Line, a geographic boundary marked by a significant difference in soil type between the Coastal Plain and Piedmont regions. Most irrigation takes place south of the Fall
Line, where major underground aquifers are accessible.
Several river basins and watersheds in this region
will benefit from more widespread use of energy- and
water-efficient irrigation. The project targets the Chattahoochee, Flint, Suwannee, Ochlockonee, Satilla, Ocmulgee, Altamaha, Ogeechee and Oconee river basins, where
center-pivot irrigation systems are powered by electric
motors.
The RCPP provides a unique opportunity to formalize
a public-private partnership that will enhance water-use
efficiency, improve energy efficiency and support renewable-energy initiatives. This nontraditional approach to
conservation, with grassroots local leaders at the helm,
will positively affect the natural resources, agricultural
producers and rural communities of South Georgia.
Jenna Saxon is a government relations representative
with Tucker based Georgia EMC.
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81 st Annual Meeting Highlights

Grand Prize Winners (L to R): Charles Gilbert, Mitchell EMC Safety
and Loss Prevention Manager; $300 Bill Credit Winner Kelley Ball,
Mitchell EMC Member from Dougherty County; $400 Bill Credit Winner Betty White representing Albany Baptist Church Mitchell EMC
Member from Dougherty County; and $500 Bill Credit Winner Mrs.
Ross Dorothy Jean, Mitchell EMC Member from Camilla.
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Total Sales in 2017
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Serving in 14 Southwest Georgia Counties...

Note: If you move or no longer have electric service with Mitchell EMC, it is important that members keep their
address current, so that future disbursements can be properly mailed. Capital credits are reserved for members even
if they move out of the Mitchell EMC service area. Mitchell EMC will make a diligent effort to send a check by mail.

Statement of Equal Employment Opportunity
All applicants for employment shall be considered and hired on the basis of merit, without regard to race, color, religion, sex (including pregnancy), age,
national origin, disability, genetic information, or past or present military status. The employment practices shall ensure equal treatment of all employees,
without discrimination as to promotion, discharge, rates of pay, fringe benefits, job training, classification, referral, and other aspects of employment, on the
basis of race, color, religion, sex (including pregnancy), national origin, disability, age, genetic information, or past or present military status. M/F/V/DV/D
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WATT’S

COOKING

Southern Mexicorn Dip
Ingredients:
2 cans mexicorn
2 cups shredded pepperjack cheese
1 cup mayonnaise
1 jar of jalapenos, optional
Mix corn, cheese and mayonnaise.
Place in casserole dish. Top with single
layer of jalapenos if you like it hot, then
bake on 350° for 30 min.

s!

Thank
to

Keri Phillips, Lee County, GA,
for sharing this recipe.

Share & Win!
Send us your favorite quick and easy
dinner recipes. If your recipe is chosen
for print, you can win a

$25 credit

on your next Mitchell EMC bill.
Send recipes to
Heather Greene, P.O. Box 409, Camilla,
GA 31730 or email to
heather.greene@mitchellemc.com.

